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Alberta.—The law relating to motor vehicles is contained in the Vehicles 
and Highway Traffic Act, 1924. The speed limits are: 20 miles an hour in cities, 
towns and villages; 10 miles an hour at street crossings and bridges; and 30 miles 
an hour outside cities, towns and villages. A motor car may not pass a street car 
which has stopped for passengers to get on or off. A resident of any other province 
of Canada, entering Alberta for pleasure touring for a period not greater than six 
months, is required to have complied with the motor-vehicle laws of his own prov­
ince, and on entering Alberta to register with the Provincial Police. Residents 
of the United States entering Alberta for touring purposes may carry with them 
their customs certificates in lieu of registration. The Provincial Secretary may 
revoke or suspend the licence of any chauffeur convicted under the provisions of 
the Liquor Act of selling or having for sale intoxicating liquor. Provision is made 
for the impounding of cars where the owners or drivers are convicted of driving 
cars while intoxicated or convicted under other sections of the Act relating to 
speeding and juvenile driving. There is provision against the carrying of loaded 
weapons in an automobile—a preventive measure against accidents during hunting 
trips. 

British Columbia.—Under the Motor Vehicle Act and amending Acts, all 
motor vehicles are to be registered with the Commissioner of Provincial Police. 
Trailers must also be licensed. Motor vehicles registered outside of the province 
may be used for touring purposes for any period not greater than that allowed 
by owner's place of residence to touring motor-vehicles registered in British Columbia 
and in no case longer than six months providing that their owners obtain non-resident 
touring permits or carry the customs permits in the case of residents of the United 
States. All persons driving motor vehicles must carry current driver's licences. 

Motor vehicles are to be driven in a careful and prudent manner at all times. 
The onus is on the driver for driving to the common danger if driving at a greater 
speed than 20 miles per hour in any city, town or village, or 30 miles per hour 
outside cities, towns or villages, or greater than the maximum rate of speed stated 
on signs erected on certain portions of the highway. A motor vehicle may not 
pass a standing street car at more than 5 miles per hour, if such street car is not 
taking on or discharging passengers, and must stop at least 10 feet from the passenger 
exit if such street car is taking on or discharging passengers (in cities where safety 
zones are provided, motor vehicles are allowed to pass between safety zone and 
curb at a rate as set by by-law). A motor vehicle must not exceed a speed of 15 
miles per hour when passing schoolhouses between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
of any day on which school is regularly held, or public playgrounds for children 
between dawn and dusk. Accidents in which death or personal injury has occurred, 
or in which loss or injury to property apparently exceeding $25 is sustained, must 
be reported to the police. 

Xo person shall ride as a passenger on a motor cycle in front of the person 
driving or operating the motor cycle. Provision is made for the surrender of drivers' 
licences upon conviction for an infraction of the Act or Regulations or of Section 
285 of the Criminal Code; upon arrest or indictment for manslaughter a driver's 
licence is suspended. Drivers' and owners' licences of all persons convicted for 
certain serious offences in connection with the operation of motor vehicles, as well 
as all persons against whom an unsatisfied judgment for bodily injury or property 
damage in excess of $100 is outstanding, are suspended until such time as proof 
of financial responsibility is furnished by them. 


